



In writing the feature this week, I learned a lot about earthquakes and earthquake 
safety. The 1200 words was not nearly 
enough to say everything that I wanted to 
say about this pressing issue—so I’ll say it 
here! 
One of the things I learned about 
earthquakes are the many common 
misconceptions or fake safety measures. 
For instance, there is a popular myth—that 
we’ve all heard—that you are supposed 
to stand in a door frame in the event of 
an earthquake, but this has since been 
debunked. Standing in a doorway will do 
nothing to protect you or may even make 
you a bigger target. For one thing, there 
might be a door attached to that door 
frame, and doors are a big no-no when 
the ground is aggressively shaking—there 
is the very real possibility of the door 
slamming on your hand. You are also 
exposing yourself to any falling furniture 
or debris, and also, the doorway could 
possibly collapse! 
Another myth I’ve heard I learned 
about in my BC Geography class is the 
“triangle of life” theory, which I later read 
was unsubstantiated. The triangle of life 
theory says that if you sit next to something 
taller than you rather than under a table, 
falling furniture will fall on the object 
you’re sitting by, leaving an open triangle or 
void between them that supposedly keeps 
you safe? This has also been debunked as 
the person who started it, Doug Copp, was 
making observations based on earthquakes 
in Turkey—where they have very different 
building codes, engineering, and standards 
of safety. 
Besides the myths, there was a lot I 
learned about earthquakes I never knew. 
For instance, pet preparedness! In the 
event of an earthquake we know what we’re 
all supposed to do and supplies we need, 
but your pet needs supplies to survive 
as well. The City of Vancouver website 
recommends you have your veterinary 
records in a Ziplock bag, medication (if 
needed), a pet first aid kit, extra collars and 
leashes, blankets, toys, kennels, cat litter, 
food for three days, and of course—treats… 
and lots of them. Your pets have been 
through an ordeal. 
Another thing to worry about is the 
prospect of tsunami’s—which is a very real 
fear living close to the water. If you are by 
the beach during an earthquake it is likely 
that there will be a tsunami following. Get 
away from the beach and move to higher 
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Qapik Attagutsiak, age 99, is from Arctic Bay, Nunavut. She has just been 
honoured by the Government of Canada, 
including Parks Canada, in partnership 
with the Canadian Armed Forces and 
the Canadian War Museum on Monday, 
January 26 at the Canadian Museum of 
History for her contributions during the 
Second World War. 
The Inuit elder was among the valiant 
volunteers who salvaged bones from dogs, 
seals, and walruses in order to contribute 
and make ammunitions for the home 
front. The bones were also transformed 
and utilized as glycerin, aircraft glue, and 
fertilizer; they were packed in a 125 lbs 
capacity bags and transported to camps in 
Halifax or Montreal.
Somewhere in the 1940s, Qapik was 
one of the few Inuit people who were told 
firsthand by a Catholic priest about the 
upcoming war. Despite the fact that they 
were far away from the war site—which 
was stationed in Europe—they were still 
warned to be prepared for the worst.
“They warned them that the 
parachutes, the big airplanes, might 
be coming in your area,” said Kataisee 
Attagutsiak—Qapik’s daughter and her 
translator during the recognition.
“So, if the planes are coming in and 
there's a parachute coming out, jumping 
out of the airplane, you have to shoot to kill 
because they might be killing you.”
When the federal government 
initiated the National Salvage Campaign 
in 1942, an operation to alleviate scarcity 
of raw materials during the Second 
World War, the Inuit community quickly 
responded and helped. This campaign 
was also backed up by the Department of 
Munitions and Supply Act in 1939.
Even though it is mostly the adults 
in her camp who would collect the animal 
bones and carcasses, Qapik would willingly 
volunteer to help them. She endured the 
smell of dead animals, cracking off their 
limbs with or without flesh or blood.
After almost 80 years of Qapik’s aid 
during the Second World War, she has now 
been given recognition as one of Canada’s 
Hometown Heroes. Hometown Heroes is a 
community-based project by Parks Canada 
that acknowledges those brave and heroic 
people who contributed to Canadian values 
and history. Parks Canada in 2018 had 
been privileged to record Qapik’s untold 
story during wartime. Her story was even 
unknown to her own children back then.
At present, the Inuit elder is still active 
in teaching children in Arctic Bay about the 
richness of their cultural heritage and how 
it should be preserved for more generations 
to come.
Last known Inuit ‘bone collector’ 
receives an award as a hometown hero


































news // no. 4 theotherpress.ca
Craig Allen
Staff Writer
As the fear of the coronavirus spreads throughout the world, people are 
looking for any way to protect themselves. 
One popular option is wearing a 
facemask—the kind typically worn by 
surgeons—to avoid breathing in any 
possible illness inducing bacteria (like 
what might cause coronavirus). They 
have become the go-to as a preventative 
measure; so much so that stores from 
Toronto to Vancouver (and even 
Winnipeg!) are selling out, but many 
experts say no matter what kind of mask is 
worn, it will not protect from any illness, 
let alone the coronavirus.
First off, it is not known with exact 
certainty how the coronavirus is spread—
although person-to-person is the most 
frequent mode of illness spread. Second, 
surgical facemasks were not designed 
to protect people from diseases. Their 
purpose is to act as a barrier for when a 
surgeon is operating. A barrier to prevent 
any germs from the surgeon getting into 
the operating patient, and additionally to 
prevent any bodily fluids that may squirt 
out of the body cavity from getting into the 
surgeons’ mouth. 
There is a commercial facemask called 
an N95, which is commonly used by people 
in the construction industry to ward off 
dust and noxious fumes. That mask could 
be a better alternative for warding off 
diseases, yet it is not likely to be seen in 
public due to the fact that they need to be 
specifically fitted to a person, and need to 
be changed frequently.
The proliferation of facemasks being 
worn by people who are trying to prevent 
themselves from getting sick may seem 
harmless, but in times when an outbreak 
of a virus is occurring, experts say the 
stocking up on facemasks could actually do 
more harm than good. Because individuals 
are buying a large amount of the mask 
supply, medical institutions may find it 
difficult to get facemasks for their facilities, 
leading to more hazardous conditions in 
their practice.
The spread of the coronavirus was 
not the beginning of the facemask trend. 
Its reason for becoming so prevalent 
takes its roots from Asia—specifically 
Japan. Facemasks began to be popular in 
Japan during the twentieth century, due 
to various conditions like the 1923 Great 
Kanto Earthquake, global flu epidemics, 
and the growing industrialization of the 
country leading to more pollution in the 
air. They are now so prominent that the 
Japanese have even taken to designing 
and customizing their masks to show off 
the wearer’s individuality. In some cases, 
the masks are not even worn for hygiene 
reasons, as Japanese women wear them to 
avoid harassment on transit. 
When it comes to protecting yourself 
against any disease including coronavirus, 
the facemask is not the answer. The best 
way to prevent the virus is to wash ones 
hands, sneeze away from people, and 
avoiding the touching of eyes, mouths, 
or any other open orifices with unwashed 
hands. Leave the masks for the medical 
professionals.
Mask of lies
 › Facemasks not effective for 
stopping spread of viruses
Jessica Berget
Editor-in-Chief
With the disaster of a month January was, let’s pretend 2020 starts now. 
Celebrate the second coming of this year 
with some fun events at the college this 
month. This February is all about Black 
History!
Black History Month events
Celebrate 29 days of black history this 
month with Douglas College. Movie 
screenings featuring historical and 
personal stories of experiences will be 
held. On Wednesday February 5 at 1 pm, 
both the New West and Coquitlam campus 
libraries will be serving refreshments and 
hosting a movie screening of CBC’s How 
Much Do You Know About Black History in 
Canada?  
On Wednesday February 12 at 
2 pm, both campus libraries will be 
hosting another educational film, Black 
Experiences directed by Aaron Floresco. 
According to the film summary, the movie 
focuses on the enslaved people of New 
France and British North America, the 
black community of Nova Scotia, the 
stories of African American migrants 
coming to BC in the 1850s, and the many 
different experiences of black people in 
Canada’s history. 
Monday February 24 at 12:30 pm on 
the New West campus in room N4223, 
there will be refreshments and a lecture 
about Anthony Lennon, a mixed-race 
actor who was accused of faking his 
identity. Douglas College Creative Writing 
department instructor Wayde Compton 
will be giving a lecture on the UK actor / 
director and his journey. 
To finish off black history month, 
the college will be hosting a musical 
performance on February 27 at 12:30 pm 
by the Afro Van Connect band—a group 
that focuses on empowering young African 
descendants.
My Name Was January film screening
This Friday on February 7 at 6 pm—in the 
Aboriginal Gathering Centre at the New 
West campus—as part of their film series, 
IMPACTS is hosting a movie screening of a 
movie called My Name Was January. This 
film is about Marie Lapuz, a transgender 
Filipino woman who was murdered in 
her home in New Westminster. After 
the film, there will be a discussion with 
producer Alex Sangha and two other 
guests. Refreshments will be available to all 
attendees. 
Study Abroad Fair 
Those looking to travel the world while 
finishing their studies, this is for you. On 
Thursday February 6 at 10 am at the New 
West campus, concourse booths will be 
set up for students to become educated 
on international exchanges or summer 
programs to study in a different country. 
“Literature Alive”
On Thursday February 6 at 7 pm, the 
Douglas College Creative Writing 
department will be hosting “Literature 
Alive,” a panel featuring three published 
and distinguished authors: Chelene 
Knight, Shazia Hafiz Ramji, and Ian 
Williams. The event will take place in the 
Studio Theatre and is free and open to the 
public. 
DSU Elections 2019 Candidates Forum
The DSU elections are back! And to 
begin the campaign it’s time to meet your 
candidates. On Thursday, February 6 stop 
by at the New West campus concourse to 
meet your DSU candidates. Voting week 
begins February 10, so get out there, get 
informed, and vote! Voting will be at all 
three campuses and be sure to bring your 
student ID.
What’s going down at Douglas?
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Staff Reporter
The partnership (between TransLink and the Province of British Columbia) that 
busses post-secondary students around 
cities throughout the province has been 
extended until 2025.
Douglas College students at both 
the New Westminster and Coquitlam 
campuses can rejoice as the student 
associations at the nine other participating 
institutions voted to approve a five-year 
extension of the U-Pass BC program, 
despite monthly fee increases.
Currently, the monthly U-Pass rate 
is $41 dollars, but is slated to increase to 
$46 by the end of the five-year extension. 
Douglas College students may not feel 
the monthly increase due to the fact that 
students pay a lump sum for the U-Pass 
upon registration in courses for the 
semester.
The “Universal” pass program started 
in 2003 as a pilot project. Initially, only 
University of British Columbia and Simon 
Fraser University students were eligible 
for a U-Pass. At that time, the U-Pass 
program was sponsored by Vancity credit 
union, and sold as a way “to generate more 
off-campus transit trips by students for 
work, shopping, entertainment and other 
purposes,” according to an August 2003 
media release on the Vancity corporate 
website.
In 2010, the Government of British 
Columbia asked BC post-secondary 
education students to vote on whether 
their institutions wanted a U-Pass, as only 
Capilano and Langara students had joined 
UBC and SFU students as groups using the 
subsided transit pass. 
Douglas College students asked 
students to vote to become a part of the 
U-Pass BC program, and 96 percent of 
voters approved Douglas’ entry into the 
program, despite the program imposing 
a mandatory fee and no mechanism to 
opt-out.
Each time the issue of the U-Pass BC 
program contract renewal has been tabled, 
Douglas students approve the program, 
which may be due to the uniqueness of 
both Douglas campuses proximity to 
the Skytrain—a mode of transportation 
available to U-Pass holders. 
Opponents of the U-Pass BC program 
have held onto longstanding arguments 
centred on the program becoming an 
unnecessary financial burden for students 
who do not use transit services. 
Douglas College does allow students 
to opt-out of the U-Pass BC program. To 
opt-out students must prove to the College 
that they have a documented physical 
or psychological medical condition 
preventing them from using the transit 
system. The form, available on the Douglas 
College website, must be completed by a 
qualified medical assessor and submitted 
to the college. Another U-Pass BC program 
exemption is if a Douglas student holds a 
U-Pass from another BC post-secondary 
institution. 
Douglas students get to keep riding 
transit, but at an increased cost
 › U-Pass Extended for five more years
Atiba Nelson
Staff Reporter
After months of stalling, Uber and Lyft were given the green light to operate 
within the Lower Mainland and Whistler 
by the British Columbia Passenger 
Transportation Board.  
The decision to open the roads to the 
two largest ride-hailing companies means 
that cars can operate in Metro Vancouver, 
but business licenses must be secured 
by the companies in each municipality 
operators hope to service. Additionally, 
the ruling prohibits municipalities from 
withholding business licenses to the ride-
hailing entities. 
Hours after the transportation board’s 
decision, Vancouver started offering 
licenses to drivers. 
“We're ready for ride-hailing! Staff 
have been working hard behind the 
scenes to make sure that once provincial 
regulators approved applicants like [Lyft] 
& [Uber], our staff can turn around 
business licenses in three days or less,” said 
Vancouver Mayor Kennedy Stewart in a 
statement on his official Twitter account. 
Other municipalities were not as 
speedy. 
In a move that heralds the start 
of ride-hailing service for Douglas’ 
Coquitlam campus students, the Tri-Cities 
(Coquitlam, Port Coquitlam, and Port 
Moody) decided on a regional licensing 
structure to allow Uber and Lyft room to 
drive in the three cities with one business 
license. 
“It’s what our residents would expect—
local governments cooperating with a 
uniform set of regulations and not an 
obstacle to the viability of the service,” said 
Brad West, Mayor of Port Coquitlam.
Prospective rail-hailing companies 
would be charged one annual fee, with 
the three cities splitting the fee as follows: 
Coquitlam would get 40 percent, while 
Port Coquitlam and Port Moody would 
receive 30 percent each. Annual licenses 
fees for companies would be scaled, as 
companies with 1 to 25 vehicles are charged 
$1,000, $2,500 for a company with 25 to 100 
vehicles, and $5,000 for a company with 
more than 100 vehicles on Tri-City streets. 
Currently, only West Vancouver, North 
Vancouver, Surrey, and New Westminster 
do not have a licensing plan in place. 
However, Douglas College students who 
use Uber should not be affected as the 
company’s coverage area engulfs the New 
Westminster and Coquitlam campuses. 
Douglas College Lyft users are not as lucky, 
as the company’s initial roll-out only 
includes a small area of Vancouver. 
As some municipalities embrace 
ride-hailing as competition to taxi services 
in their city, others have found ways to 
obstruct ride-hailing operations within 
their borders. Surrey has issued by-law 
tickets to Uber operators, despite being 
told to cooperate with the new services. 
Worsening the road conditions for 
ride-hailing companies is the fact that 
taxi companies have banned together to 
sue Uber and Lyft, claiming that the two 
companies have been given an unfair 
advantage by being able to operate across 
cities.  
Ride-hailing approved, chaos ensues
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The future is now, and technology has evolved just how Perfume predicted 
it would in the past two decades. Last 
year, the group celebrated their fifteenth 
anniversary by releasing their best of 
album, P3 Cubed, which includes the 
fifteenth anniversary song, “Saisei,” also 
know as “Regeneration.” The music video 
for this song reflects on the group so far 
and shows footage from many of the music 
videos from their hit singles. 
You probably know Perfume for their 
electronic voices and use of technology in 
their performances, and you might have 
heard one of their famous hit singles, 
“Polyrhythm,” in Cars 2 during a scene 
where Lighting McQueen and Mater go to 
a party in Tokyo. So, how did a group from 
a music school in Hiroshima become one 
of the most internationally famed groups 
right now?
Perfume is a three-member group 
consisting of Yuka Kashino (Nicknamed 
Kashiyuka), Ayano Omoto (Nicknamed 
Nocchi)—and my favourite member in 
the group—Ayaka Nishiwaki (Nicknamed 
a-chan). I like a-chan because she is a very 
fun member and she sounds so cutesy. 
The group began in 2000 during the 
member’s first year and inaugural year 
of Actors School Hiroshima, and they 
produced indie singles while they were 
studying. When the members graduated 
from the school in 2003, they did street 
performances in the Tokyo neighbourhood 
of Akihabara—where many female idol 
groups would have their early start before 
going mainstream.
During that time, they would meet 
their producer Yasutaka Nakata—a 
member of the electronic group Capsule 
and producer of Kyary Pamyu Pamyu, a 
female kawaii artist who is famous for the 
song, “Pon Pon Pon.” Perfume released 
their first hit single in 2005: “Linear Motor 
Girl.” This is when they began developing 
their sound. Nakata producing Perfume’s 
songs caused them to have a very electronic 
sound that is listenable. And, while the use 
of autotune in their early music might be 
distracting, it is used properly and is less 
noticeable in their recent music.
The group started gain traction with 
their hit 2007 single, “Chocolate Disco,” 
which is electronic music mixed with disco. 
When “Polyrhythm” was released after that, 
it was used for a PSA commercial about 
recycling on Japan’s public broadcasting 
network (NHK). After that, all of Japan 
would know the group. What makes the 
song interesting is that it was composed 
with a polyrhythmic 
structure: a 
combination of 
two very different 
rhythms in one song. 
As the group made 
more hit singles like, 
“Baby Cruising Love,” 
“Hey,” and, “Fake It,” 
they started to get a 
lot of international 
fans.
In 2012, Perfume 
moved to their 
current record label, 
Universal Music, which allowed them to 
be more accessible to international fans. 
This includes their music being available 
worldwide on iTunes, opening an English 
site and fan club, and doing world tours. 
With technology being more advanced, the 
group’s music videos and choreography (by 
Mikiko and occasionally Keyakizaka46’s 
choreographer Takahiro) become more 
advanced. Their use of technology allowed 
them to be involved in various tech 
demonstrations at conventions. One of the 
group’s notable international fans is OK 
Go. They made an appearance in Perfume’s 
music video “Pick Me Up” as mannequins 
in a store. Perfume paid back the favor by 
appearing as crew members in the music 
video of OK Go’s song, “I Won’t Let You 
Down.”
Because Mikiko, Perfume’s 
choreographer, will be involved in the 2020 
Summer Olympic Games in Tokyo, there 
is a possible chance that the group will 
perform in the ceremonies related to it. 
Perfume’s vision of the future has gotten 
everyone excited about technology and 
like in the music video of “Future Pop,” 
the group is at it again—predicting and 




• “Baby Cruising Love”
• “Magic of Love”
• “Let Me Know”
J-Pop Spotlight: Perfume
































Looney Tunes was one of my childhood delights. Every Saturday morning, 
after a hard week of learning four letter 
words and one plus one, I sat down in 
front of the living room TV and enjoyed 
watching Bugs Bunny be a smartass to 
every character and Daffy Duck spit 
whenever he spoke. Looking back on the 
beloved cartoon though, you start to notice 
a trend of needless fighting and bickering. 
Each character is always trying to find a 
way to wind another character up to the 
point of them cracking: bursting with 
unhinged anger at a fan favourite character. 
We always cheered for the aggressor as 
children, never thinking of how they 
always seemed to stir up the trouble… and 
picked on people for simply minding their 
business. 
One instance of this is Pepé Le Pew, 
the foul-smelling skunk who aggressively 
pursues an unnamed female black cat, 
mistakenly believing her to be another 
skunk. The guy goes full absolute bonkers, 
obviously unable to understand any of 
her disinterested social cues. He borders 
on sexual assault at times, grabbing her 
and kissing her on the face wherever he 
can, while she tries as hard as she can 
to struggle away from him. The scene 
draws parallels to the whole “nice guy” 
trope—guys thinking they’re entitled to 
something from females for being nice (or 
for no reason at all). It's clear that the black 
cat wants nothing to do with Pepé, but 
nothing will stop him from trying as hard 
as he can to win her over with his unending 
charm and unbearable stench. 
Another fan favourite that dabbles 
in bad guy territory is none other than 
Bugs Bunny. He can’t avoid conflict—no 
matter where, and no matter who. He 
literally murdered someone for coughing 
during an orchestra in one of the cartoons! 
For a flagship character, you’d think they 
would’ve made him a little less hot headed, 
but instead he tries as hard as he can to 
annoy Daffy Duck, Elmer Fudd, and so on. 
I can understand him being a trickster and 
playing jokes on all the other characters, 
but sometimes he can go a tad too far. You 
even feel bad for Elmer sometimes: all the 
guy wants is some food, and Bugs is just 
tormenting and making fun of him! I love 
Bugs just as much as the next person, but 
the guy has got a couple of loose screws. 
Lastly, the absolute train wreck that is 
the relationship between Tweety Bird and 
Sylvester. These guys have been at each 
other's throats for decades, only stopping 
when both of their livelihoods are in 
danger. You’d think that they’d eventually 
settle their differences… but nope. Sylvester 
wants that bird for dinner, every night, 
every day, 365 days a year. Tweety’s simply 
trying to mind his own business while 
Sylvester is being a bully—knocking the 
bird around in his cage and putting him 
in dangerous situations to trick him into 
fleeing right into Sylvester’s hungry hands. 
Luckily, Tweety always outsmarts the feline, 
but never without rubbing in how close he 
was—egging Sylvester on to keep trying. 
Can Sylvester not find another bird to 
eat? Why must he have a vendetta against 
Tweety? It’s not fair for the little guy.
It’s not hard to see how this could 
rub off onto the young kids watching the 
show through its many years on television, 
seeing how it offers the impression that 
it’s okay to pick on the smaller guy, make 
fun of someone's intelligence, or just go 
absolutely mad and hold a grudge (against 
a bird) for decades. Looney Tunes was a 
massive cornerstone of my childhood, but 
there’s no denying that it had some rough 
patches that, looking back on, don’t sit 
right with where we are as a society today. 
However, it is still an amazing show that set 
the groundwork for animation and helped 
create cartoons as we know them today. 
Bugs Bunny is a terrible 
role model for children
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EG Manilag
Staff Writer
There are many times the folks behind popular media predicted the future. 
While some of those predictions were 
seemingly horrifying—like deaths or series 
of violent attacks—some predictions 
were actually quite amazing, for example 
technologies that are so unique, it is still 
unbelievable to think that they even exist! 
However, one thing is for sure about those 
multitalented screen writers: they are not 
capable of seeing the future. They just have 
a super keen insight into human nature! 
So, without further ado, here are some 
handpicked cartoon show episodes that 
predicted future events:
1) Family Guy predicted Caitlyn Jenner’s 
transition: Season 10, Episode 1
Caitlyn Jenner, formerly known as Bruce, 
was the subject of a joke made by Stewie 
in a 2009 Family Guy episode. The line 
started when Stewie expressed his disgust 
upon seeing Brody Jenner—Caitlyn’s son—
saying, “I can’t believe that came out of 
Bruce Jenner’s vagina.” Brian immediately 
answered, “Bruce Jenner is a man.” Stewie 
then replied, “No, Brian, that’s what the 
press would have you believe, but he’s 
not. Bruce Jenner is a woman, an elegant, 
beautiful Dutch woman.” 
Six long years later in 2015, Caitlyn 
announced her transition to the public. 
Seth MacFarlane, the creator of Family 
Guy, did a really good job in anticipating 
Caitlyn’s transition up to the end result, but 
I guess he was wrong about Caitlyn being 
Dutch. Or maybe he wasn’t?
2) SpongeBob SquarePants predicted 
chrome: Season 1, Episode 14
In this 1999 episode, SpongeBob’s co-
worker Squidward was accidentally locked 
inside a freezer only to find out he would 
be awoken 2000 years into the future 
where everything was chromed. Literally 
chromed! Squidward was later defrosted 
by Sponge-Tron—who is SpongeBob from 
the future—using an ironic laser-shooting 
hammer. 
Although, our world today is 
physically far from being all-chrome, but 
in context, chrome is everywhere! Silver 
shiny chrome jackets are super popular 
now! Additionally, if we’re just speaking 
about the term “chrome,” Google Chrome 
is everywhere! 
We know how 
prevalent it is… 
even iPhone 
users commonly 







Season 11, Episode 11
This Simpsons episode is undeniably one 
of the most controversial ones in terms of 
predicting the future. Sure, the TV show 
predicted many future events, but they are 
all nothing compared to predicting a future 
president. 
The prophecy all started when Bart 
imagined Lisa to be the new president 
replacing Trump’s presidency. According 
to President Lisa’s team, “We’ve inherited 
quite a budget crunch from President 
Trump.” The good thing about this episode, 
however, is Lisa being the first female 
president of the United States. 
4) Futurama predicted beer as fuel: 
Season 1, Episode 3
Beer! Cheers! Toast! In an episode entitled 
“I, Roommate,” Bender the robot was 
revealed to be fueled by beer. Ironically, 
not drinking would make him display the 
characteristics of being a drunk. You may 
be left confused as to thinking how this 
predicted the future… but guess what! The 
dream of beer as fuel has been realized!
New Zealand’s bright innovators has 
made it possible. These scientists, coming 
from DB Export brewery, introduced 
“Brewtroleum,” an ethanol made from 
leftovers found after the brewing process. 
This could be the future of biofuels! 
Four times cartoon shows 
anticipated the future





























    
In this column I review movies that 
are hugely popular in the Western world—
ones which I haven’t seen before. This is a 
fresh and unbiased take on those classic 
films, without the rose-coloured glasses 
of childhood nostalgia influencing my 
perspective. Spoilers are ahead.
In a dream… in a dream… in a dream… in a dream maybe I liked Inception more. 
Sadly, with a roll of my eyes, I know that 
this is not a dream—so here’s my honest 
review of this movie.
Inception deserves credit where it’s 
due: the soundtrack is amazing. Though 
it’s already been said a million times, 
Hans Zimmer’s score is phenomenal. 
Just as important is the silence during 
scenes where the action speaks for itself 
in evoking emotion. The visuals and CGI 
are astonishing and had me continuously 
questioning the process behind them (the 
answer is Paul Franklin’s genius). 
Inception incorporates many of my 
favourite tropes used to disturb humans’ 
comfortable perception of reality. For 
example, the if-you-die-in-your-mind-
you-die-in-real-life trope plays a large 
role in season four of Marvel’s Agents of 
S.H.I.E.L.D, Doctor Strange’s intense visual 
experience of altered dimensional reality, 
and the infinite possibilities of being in 
a real lucid dream including the actual 
science behind our human subconscious 
(for example: any skill we learn in a lucid 
dream we retain in the waking world). 
The plot, however, wasn’t the 
strongest. I believe that because the 
already long two-and-a-half-hour movie 
is attempting to tell such a lengthy story, 
it sacrifices the character development 
needed to create a connection between 
the viewer and the actors on screen. The 
only character who receives much of any 
development is Cobb, played by Leonardo 
DiCaprio. In comparison, at the climax 
of the film, we’re left wondering why 
Ariadne (Ellen Page) is even here? She has 
no personal stake in any of the situations 
that play out within the film. She has just 
met these far older, criminal men a few 
days prior, and suddenly she wants to 
not only help Cobb conquer his personal 
demons, but risks her entire life by joining 
the dangerous inception missions simply 
because she enjoys… architecture? I don’t 
buy it.
Before I begin delving a little 
deeper than surface level, I would like to 
mention that I know the movie is meant 
to be confusing. However, starting the 
movie right in the middle of an action 
scene where you have no idea what’s 
happening—despite its importance near 
the end of the film—does little to capture 
an audience, let alone hold enough 
weight for the audience to deem the scene 
important enough to remember for later 
on. 
As the film progresses you begin to 
understand what is happening, yet as soon 
as you feel 
you have a 
grasp on the 


















experience is created more by the 
constant flood of information with little 
to no context to ground it. The plot 
unfolds through context for information 
being provided later on, which makes 
the audience feel as though they are 
intellectually unravelling the mystery of 
Inception—but really they’re just being 
told how everything works as the movie 
progresses.
In Vulture’s analysis of the film, the 
article reads, “The process of inception 
works, we’re told, by placing the simplest 
form of an idea deep into a character’s 
subconscious as they’re dreaming, through 
a series of suggestions that effectively lead 
the character to ‘give himself the idea’ (in 
the words of Tom Hardy’s master forger 
Eames).” While this is true, this is also 
exactly what the film does to each audience 
member. Through a series of suggestions 
throughout the movie—AKA revealing key 
contextual clues at critical intervals—the 
film makes the watcher think that they are 
deciphering the complexity of the film with 
their own intellect, even though they are 
not. 
The Vulture continues, “And the 
subconscious, we’re told, is motivated by 
emotion, not reason, and that a positive 
emotion trumps a negative one.” It’s no 
wonder why Inception is as high ranking a 
film as it is—people enjoy feeling smart.
Inception makes you believe you’re smart
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The Starseed Oracle by Rebecca Campbell and Danielle Noel is a 
gorgeous deck and guidebook. It comes 
in a uniquely shaped box, opening as it 
parts a triangular shape, revealing the 53 
intricately designed cards and the Oracle’s 
guidebook. The shape of a triangle is said 
to hold many meanings, one of them being 
the representation of “the connection 
between the unlimited universe and the 
groundedness Earth,” according to the 
Starseed Oracle website.
The back of the box reads, “Have you 
always had a longing for home without 
really knowing what that meant? If so, 
you could be a Starseed soul.” A Starseed 
is a soul which longs for mystery and the 
unknown—an old soul, if you will—and 
although this deck is meant for those who 
resonate with the term, the creators make 
sure to announce that the deck can be used 
by anyone. 
The energy the deck gives off is 
extremely positive and light, however 
very strong as well. The combinations 
of card titles, descriptions, artwork, and 
colours give a terrifyingly beautiful aura 
to the deck. The guidebook reads, “As 
we were creating the card artwork, we 
came together in meditation to envision 
each card.” It is repeated throughout the 
guidebook to allow yourself to openly 
receive the messages the cards bring to you, 
and on the interior of the box on both ends, 
enchanting white lettering reads, “Your 
heart is a portal.” I’ve hand picked a few of 
my favourite cards which speak to me.
Forge, don’t follow
“Pave a new path. Be the leader you wish 
you had.” 
This card demonstrates a woman in a 
flowing white gown stepping through the 
cosmos towards a bountiful and lush world 
with extreme mountains, plentiful rivers, 
and waterfalls. It is a card for leaders to 
step into the unknown and pave a path for 
others. The guidebook reads, “If you feel 
misrepresented in the media, step forward 
for all those who also feel misrepresented. 
If no one’s speaking out on the topics you 
feel passionate about, share your unique 
voice.”
Water your garden
“Nourishment. Body care. Tenderness. Rest.”
This card captures pure bliss. The middle 
shows the back of a woman standing in 
water and facing the stars. The water is 
a reflective teal and mirrors the cards 
edges which are showered with hundreds 
of white flowers. The guidebook places 
importance on taking a moment to asses 
and replenish yourself—suggesting that 
you “Give yourself enough time to recover 
when you find yourself running on your 
reserves. There is enough time. Life will 
bend toward you when you do.”
Surrender to the sweetness
“Venus energy. Pleasure. Joy. Make love to 
life.”
Radiating unadulterated positivity, the 
artwork paints a woman and a man gazing 
at each other from across a shiny blue lake. 
The water is littered with flowers and lily 
pads, and the flowery hills are covered with 
purples, pinks, and long streams of water. 
The sky contains clouds of pink and yellow 
dancing behind large, Jupiter-like planets. 
The card calls you to “taste the fruits you’ve 
been working so hard to grow,” and if 
you’ve been all work and no play, to focus 
back on what really matters and enjoy your 
incredible life. 
The Void
“Stop. Embrace winter. Great cosmic womb.”
The energy off of this card is unlike any 
others in the deck. It’s cold, yet completely 
enticing. The artwork is simply a black 
night sky with a few stars littered here and 
there. The message within the card is to 
surrender to the unknown. It means to 
hand over control, and although that may 
be scary, it can be freeing to trust in the 
Universe that things are always at work 
beneath the surface.
Hiraeth
“Longing for home. Homesick for the stars.”
An all-encompassing card that gets at 
the true origins behind the Starseed 
Oracle, this magnificent card dazzles in 
all shades of pink, displaying a mountain 
rising over fluffy clouds, with a singly 
person standing atop, seemingly looking 
upon the wonderous cosmos above. It’s a 
call to “anchor all of your presence, your 
personality, your soul, and your spirit 
in the here and now.” This card is truly 
breathtaking and may be my favourite in 
the deck.
Your heart is a portal
 › ‘The Starseed Oracle’ deck review
The 
combinations 






to the deck. 
The Starseed Oracle deck has 
exceeding my expectations in the absolute 
mystifying beauty of it. I am likely to pull 
the occasional card from the deck for any 
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Welcome to ‘Bucha Basics, where we 
cover everything there is to know about 
homebrewing kombucha
I’ve voiced my skepticism over the health benefits of kombucha, but that doesn’t 
stop me from enjoying its non-medicinal 
benefits. Like how fucking great kombucha 
tastes in a cocktail.
Henceforth known as ‘buchtails, 
kombucha makes a great addition to boozy 
bevies. It’s flavourful, already slightly 
carbonated, and has significantly less sugar 
than comparable liquids like juice or pop. 
There are plenty of existing cocktail recipes 
that you could easily insert kombucha 
into, so hopefully, this article is just the 
jumping-off point.
Before you start following any of these 
recipes willy-nilly, however, I strongly 
recommend tasting your latest batch 
before assuming its flavour profiles. Even 
if you follow the exact same steps between 
brews, there’s always a chance it can taste 
dramatically different. Just give your 
‘buch a sip before blindly pouring it into a 
cocktail shaker.
Let’s start with something familiar: 
a Moscow Mule. Cookie and Kate has a 
fantastic recipe using ginger or gingerberry 
kombucha; just prepare this drink just 
like you would any Mule but substitute 
the ginger beer for kombucha. Due to a 
Mule’s simplicity (only three ingredients), 
it’s important to use high-quality vodka, or 
else you’ll throw all the flavours off.
If you’re looking for something more 
subtle, Food and Wine has a Whiskey Sour 
variant using kombucha. All the usual 
Whiskey Sour ingredients are here, but 
kombucha replaces some of the typical 
lemon juice. Any citrusy kombucha will go 
great here.
One cocktail recipe I’ve had my eye 
on, but have yet to try, is the Rosy-Gin 
Kombucha Cocktail from Bon Appetit. It 
has all the beginnings of a Negroni (gin, 
Campari) but then deviates with fresh 
lemon juice, grated ginger, and unflavoured 
kombucha. 
Throughout ‘Bucha Basics, I’ve 
always advocated for breaking off and 
doing your own thing, and the same goes 
for ‘buchtails. You know your flavour 
preferences more than I do, so feel free 
to experiment. You’ll absolutely make 
some terrible drinks along the way, but it’s 
immensely satisfying when you nail one.
One of my all-time favourite 
combinations is just a straight hi-ball 
of mango kombucha with Wild Turkey 
bourbon, which vaguely reminds me of 
a southern sweet tea. Peach or pineapple 
kombucha also pairs well with bourbon.
Another original of mine is blueberry 
kombucha with gin and crushed mint. 
It’s similar to a gin-smash cocktail, except 
for the flavourless part. (Gin smash 
lovers: Don’t @ me.) This ‘buchtail works 
especially well with a milder batch of 
blueberry kombucha, so reduce the 
secondary fermentation by a day or so.
The final original recipe I’m going to 
leave you with is a strawberry kombucha 
whiskey lemonade, which I adapted from 
a Life as a Strawberry recipe. It’s so simple 
that the three ingredients are in its name: 
whiskey, fresh lemon juice, and strawberry 
kombucha. I won’t give you exact ratios 
since it’ll depend on the intensity of your 
‘buch, but I recommend starting at a 1:2:2 
ratio, and then working from there, adding 
more of whatever you think it needs. If the 
tartness is taking over, don’t be afraid to 
add some simple syrup.
Bucha Basics: A beginner’s 
guide to ‘buchtails
 › How to combine your separate loves for kombucha and cocktails
Jerrison Oracion
Senior Columnist
Occasionally, Tim Hortons offers specialty donuts that celebrate the 
season or are associated with a food 
product. Some of these donuts include 
the Maple Boston Cream Donut, the Oreo 
Donut which is filled with Oreo icing, and 
the Nutella Donut—which has a lot of 
Nutella in it. 
Tim Hortons’ current offering of 
specialty donuts, called Dream Donuts, 
are the most popular and interesting 
creations that were made at the Tim 
Hortons Innovation Cafe in Toronto. I 
assume Tim Hortons saw that these were 
very aesthetically pleasing donuts, and now 
wants to make more donuts that are so 
artistic. These donuts are made to be seen.
The fillings, icing, and decorations 
of the donuts make them high quality 
desserts. All the Dream Donuts are 
available in the cafeterias of both Douglas 
College campuses—which allowed me 
to taste all of them. The flavours of these 
donuts include Strawberry Confetti, 
Chocolate Truffle, and Dulce de Leche 
Creme.
The Strawberry Confetti Dream Donut 
is topped with strawberry icing, sprinkles, 
and the centre is filled with strawberry 
frosting. The donut has a strawberry taste 
and also tastes like birthday cake. There are 
a lot of sprinkles inside the donut which 
causes it to be a bit crunchy.
The Chocolate Truffle Dream Donut 
is a chocolate donut topped with chocolate 
icing and chocolate chips, the centre is 
filled with more chocolate, and was served 
sliced which revealed more chocolate icing 
inside. I was not sure if the donut was 
supposed to be sliced, though it might have 
been sliced to make it look like a truffle 
cake. Having a lot of chocolate in the donut 
made it very rich and the softness of the 
donut added more flavour.
Finally, the Dulce de Leche Creme 
Dream Donut is a donut filled with 
caramel, sprinkled with cinnamon, and 
topped with caramel icing. The caramel 
inside the donut was very thick, had a 
texture like peanut butter, yet still had 
the creaminess of caramel. The cinnamon 
added more saltiness and sweetness to 
the donut and eating it was like eating the 
actual Dulce de Leche Creme dessert.
The design of the donuts makes them 
look like very expensive desserts, yet they 
come at a cheap price. This is one of the 
best offerings of specialty donuts that Tim 
Hortons has ever made. Out of the three 
donuts, I liked the Chocolate Truffle best 
because it had a lot of chocolate and had 
a very rich taste. With the success of the 
Dream Donuts, I wonder what other donut 
creations Tim Hortons will make next. 
Fancy desserts in donut form

















GET READY FOR 
THE ‘BIG ONE’ 
It may not be today, it may not be tomorrow, it may not even be in our lifetime… but an 
earthquake is coming to British Columbia, and we 
need to be prepared.
BC is no stranger to earthquakes. In fact, some 
of the world’s largest earthquakes happen in our 
province.  There is a reported 3,000 earthquakes 
each year here—though most are too small to be 
felt—according to the Shakeout BC website. In our 
southwestern region of BC, it’s more concentrated. 
We have over 400 earthquakes a year according 
to Natural Resources Canada. As of recently, there 
have been many small earthquakes inside and off 
the coast of BC—ranging in magnitudes as low 
as 1.2 and 4.5. Just last month a 4.5 earthquake 
occurred just off the coast of BC and was felt as far 
as Surrey. 
Earthquakes happen frequently in areas where 
tectonic plates interact, which is exactly why they 
are so prevalent in our area. We live on a little 
thing called the Cascadia Subduction Zone—a 
boundary between two plates of different types, 
the Juan de Fuca Plate and the North American 
Plate. The oceanic Juan de Fuca Plate moves 
beneath the continental North American Plate at 
about four centimeters per year—around the same 
rate fingernails grow. All this shifting against each 
other causes a buildup of stress, and when the 
buildup between the plates releases… it makes the 
ground shake. 
Earthquakes that occur along the boundary 
of two tectonic plates stacked on each other 
(otherwise known as a subduction zone) are called 
megathrust earthquakes—and these can get up 
to a magnitude 9… and cause tsunamis! And, 
as fate has it, we are lucky enough to live right 
on a subduction zone. Megathrust earthquakes 
occur every 200 to 800 years, with the last one 
being recorded on January 26, 1700. According 
to Vancouver Island First Nations (Huu-ay-aht) 
account of the event, all 5,000 Loth’a residents in 
the area were wiped out by the natural disaster. 
For years, experts have theorized that BC is 
overdue for a megathrust earthquake and that we 
should be preparing for the worst. However, some 
argue against this fact. “The odds of it happening 
today are small, but the odds of it happening in 
500 years is incredibly high,” says Simon Peacock, 
professor and dean of science at the University of 
British Columbia.
Yet despite the frequency and probability 
of earthquakes happening, how many can say 
A MODERATE SIZED EARTHQUAKE WILL 
COMPLETELY DEBILITATE VANCOUVER.
they are actually prepared for this event? In 
British Columbia, only 46 percent of people have 
purchased or prepared an emergency kit with 
supplies they might need in case of an unforeseen 
event. Putting kits aside though, only 39 percent 
of Canadians have a plan to get in contact with 
friends and family to ensure their safety, and 
only 35 percent have a meeting place with their 
friends and families in case of emergencies. In 
truth, Vancouver is woefully unprepared for an 
earthquake. But you know who isn’t? Japan—and I 
think we can learn a thing or two from them. 
Since Japan is much more accustomed to 
dealing with earthquakes; they have a lot of safety 
measures and building standards put in place to 
ensure they are prepared for the next big one. 
For instance, Japan’s buildings are specifically 
designed to sway in the case of seismic activity 
so that less damage is caused. Skyscrapers that 
are 60 meters high must go through advanced 
structural analysis and strict approval processes. 
Newer buildings are complete with anti-earthquake 
features—like paddings and fluid bases that act as 
a shock absorber and makes the building sway and 
move as a pendulum would against the earthquake 
shakes. By ensuring these building precautions, the 
amount of injuries and deaths resulting from an 
earthquake is greatly diminished. 
Japan also has many parks designed with 
special features such as hidden toilets or stove 
burners that come out during an earthquake, and 
a special fire brigade designed to take out any 
fires the earthquake may cause. The Japanese 
government also advices everyone to stay at home, 
school, or their workplace if possible, in the event 
of an earthquake so there is not too much mass 
movement of more than 5 million people trying to 
get home. Because of this, businesses must keep 
three days worth of water, food, and other needs 
to accommodate people who may be stranded 
there. The government has also set up temporary 
shelters with similar supplies for those displaced in 
the event. 
Japan is prepared for the worst because they 
have had years of experience with devastating 
earthquakes. In the 1995 Kobe earthquake, many 
of the buildings that collapsed were not up to 
the building standards of 1981. Now, about nine in 
ten buildings meet up to the building standards 
according to a University of Tokyo study. With 
the Qube as the only most earthquake resistant 
building in Vancouver, the prospect of an 
earthquake occurring in the city causes anxiety for 
many people. 
Seismologist Johanna Wagstaffe warns that 
when an earthquake comes to our area it will not 
be pretty. 
“A moderate sized earthquake will completely 
debilitate Vancouver,” she said. “We have to try 
to think of what we need to live for weeks, maybe 
months on end.” Though our cities infrastructure 
may not be prepared for any seismic activity, there 
are resources to educate people on this very real 
danger and things we can do to keep ourselves 
and loved ones prepared and safe. 
Shakeout BC is an organization dedicated to 
educating and preparing people for the event of 
an earthquake. Each year on the third Thursday of 
October they host the Great BC Shakedown, going 
to schools and other institutions to hold earthquake 
drills. Their website also describes what to do in the 
case of an earthquake in every scenario. 
To prepare for an earthquake in a car, Shakeout 
BC advises that you move to the shoulder of the 
road and stay far away from buildings made of 
glass or masonry since they are subject to breaking 
and being a huge hazard.  Also stay away from 
bridges and power lines. 
To prepare for an earthquake at home, 
Shakeout BC recommends to move any heavy 
furniture away from your bed and secure anything 
that is unstable, so it does not fall and cause 
injury. In a study by UCLA, 55 percent of injuries 
in earthquakes were caused by falling debris and 
furniture. When you feel the ground shaking, it is 
advised that you drop to the floor to avoid falling 
over and so you can easily move; cover your head 
to ensure you do not get hit by any falling debris; 
and find some cover underneath a table or another 
sturdy piece of furniture. If there is nothing for 
you to get under, go to the nearest corner or wall. 
Wait until the earthquake is over and stay covered 
and hold on to prepare for the aftershock. If you 
are inside, stay inside and don’t run into other 
rooms as most injuries occur because of falling 
debris. Check yourself and others for injuries and 
administer first aid as needed. Monitor media for 
updates or public safety information. If you and 
your family are safe, put an OK sign in your front 
window to let authorities know. If your house is 
unsafe, gather your emergency supplies (and don’t 
forget your pets and pet supplies if you have any!) 
and leave to find an evacuation centre. 
Earthquake preparedness and safety—is Vancouver ready?
By Jessica Berget, Editor-in-Chief
BASIC EMERGENCY SUPPLY KIT




Whistle to signal 
for help
Cell phone with 
chargers, inverter or 
solar charger
Copy of your 
emergency plan, 
copies of important 
documents and cash 
in  small bills
A three-day to one-
week supply of non-




and plastic ties for 
personal sanitation
Water, four liters per 
person per day for 
three days to one 
week, for drinking 
and sanitation
Dust mask 




life & style // no. 12 theotherpress.ca
Tania Arora
Staff Writer
God bless the transit companies for all the various options for commuting, 
all of which have excellent connectivity. If 
it wasn’t for TransLink here, I would have 
been at home doing nothing… because yes, 
I am too lazy to get my license. 
But as much as I am grateful for 
the entire thing, the everyday chronicles 
have just gotten on my nerves now. I 
feel the urge to discuss the etiquettes of 
commuting. Every person must learn and 
follow these rules because when we travel, 
it isn’t just us alone in the vehicle. There 
are literally hundreds of people around 
us. Here are some of the problems other 
commuters often cause:
1.Big bags that could fit a house inside:
I don’t think I need to explain rush hour 
and how jam-packed the trains are. 
When those who keep giant bags on their 
shoulders hit someone’s balls, chest, or 
face, they do it unintentionally. I know. 
But, if you are one of them, you must read 
this—keep your bags down on the floor 
while travelling because people around 
you are humans and not poles. If you don’t 
want to put your bag on the floor, just hold 
it so other people can still comfortably fit 
on the train.  
2.We’re all in an enclosed space, and 
can smell you:
I am not going to question how many times 
you take a shower each day, but being in 
such a small space like a train car, people 
around you can smell everything. Yes, the 
body’s smell is natural. Each one has its 
own type of smell. But—it is necessary 
to understand that while it cannot be 
avoided, it can be controlled. Put on some 
anti-perspirant, deodorant, or something 
to keep you smelling your best, not your 
worst—especially in public places. 
3. People who speak very loudly:
Whatever is happening in your life, it is 
your story to behold. But honestly, your 
fellow passengers aren’t interested in 
knowing. People are always shouting about 
their entire lives on their phones. I don’t 
need to know your plans for the week. 
4.A stolen shoulder:
If you politely ask me to lend you my 
shoulder for you to sleep, I might think of 
lending one for free… but never fall on it 
unasked or unwanted. 
5.Dirty or not dirty:
I don’t think I need to elaborate much. Stop 
digging into your nose or scratching your 
crotch in public. I am already feeling weird 
writing about this.
Chronicles of commuting
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Another round of fun activities to get your social on! Check ‘em out and 
maybe join in on a few. 
Feb Fest: A One-Act Festival!
• Date: February 5 to 8
• Location: 1440 West 12th Avenue, 
Vancouver
• Time: Most showings at 8 pm, some at 2 
pm 
• Price: $15 per ticket
A one-act play festival made by Stone’s 
Throw Productions which is worth 
attending! According to Tourism 
Vancouver, the play is about several things: 
“A cagy, retired teacher and a reckless 
young woman find themselves doing 
laundry at a laundromat in the middle of 
the night; Santa’s reindeer are questioned 
after Rudolph files a harassment complaint; 
and an awkward young couple head to New 
York for their honeymoon.”
Boobies & Wieners Nude Art Show
• Date: February 7
• Location: 281 Industrial Ave, Vancouver
• Time: 6 to 10 pm
• Price: Free!
Wanna look at nudes… in an artistic way? 
For the seventh year in a row, Hot Art Wet 
City and The Arts Factory are having a 
showing of a nude art! Vancouver artists 
will have many great sexy paintings, 
drawings, and sketches for you to 
appreciate. Look at naked people for fun, 
and for free because it’s a free event! 
Black Culture
• Date: February 9
• Location: Studio Lounge & Nightclub, 919 
Granville Street, Vancouver
• Time: 10 pm to 3 am
• Price: $20 per ticket
• 19+
Black Culture & Diamond Promo offers a 
full night of unique music! The first time 
this show has come to Vancouver, so come 
out to appreciate the beats!
Nashville Predators vs. Vancouver 
Canucks
• Date: February 10
• Location: Rogers Arena, 800 Griffiths 
Way, Vancouver, BC
• Time: 6:30 to 10 pm
• Price: $90 to $220+ per ticket. Prices may 
change!
Get your sport on at the Rogers Arena! 
Come cheer for your home team, or if you 
dare, support the opposition. 
What’s Happening
 › February 4 to 10
OpiniOns
Have an idea for a story?
 opinions@theotherpress.ca
• War of the Words: Tim Hortons
• Who gets to talk about guns?




It's equally clear to both the casual outside observer and the diehard partisan that 
American politics are currently divided into 
mutually exclusive “us” and “them” camps. 
Both groups wait with bated breath for the 
other to misstep and fall. The division is no 
longer just ideological, it is now cultural. 
Virginia Governor, Ralph Northam 
belongs to the Democratic team. He made 
waves in 2019 by advancing the Democratic 
signature piece of gun control; he aimed 
to enforce amongst many things red flag 
laws, monthly gun purchase maximums, 
and a ban on “military style” weapons 
and silencers. For obvious reasons, his 
Republican counter parts were incensed. 
Within days, a number of Virginia’s gun 
groups planned a 2nd amendment rally to 
protest these proposed bans and laws—
soon, out of town gun groups sympathetic 
to the plight of Virginia’s law-abiding gun 
owners jumped to lend their support.
 Tensions rose as the rally drew near, 
and it wasn’t long before alt-right and white 
supremacist groups began to post threats 
and violent intentions online. In one fell 
swoop, those who had the goal to protect 
their constitutionally guaranteed rights 
were painted as racists and terrorists. It 
was not long before liberal publications 
began talking about the protest as a “white 
supremacist pep rally” or “Charlottesville 
part 2.” Amongst the horrified gasps of the 
liberal minded and progressive inclined a 
phrase was repeated: “White supremacist 
terrorist.” Soon, anyone associated with the 
rally or gun ownership was branded a “gun 
nut” or “race warrior.” The few online posts 
that professed the January 20 rally to be 
the “first day of the boogaloo” (a term used 
by race warriors to denote the coming race 
war) had painted the whole shebang as a 
hate march. 
On January 17, in anticipation of the 
rally, Donald Trump tweeted: “Your 2nd 
Amendment is under very serious attack 
in the Great Commonwealth of Virginia, 
That's what happens when you vote for 
Democrats, they will take your guns away. 
Republicans will win Virginia in 2020. 
Thank you Dems!" This certainly seems 
true if you believe that all gun owners are 
white, and that no democrat supports gun 
ownership. Yet, when the rally came and 
went with no violence and few ostentatious 
displays of white nationalism, we instead 
saw numerous non-white, LGBTQ, and 
progressive groups present. There were 
young black men with AR-15s and “Black 
Guns Matter” shirts, there were socialist 
gun clubs with AK-47s, and there were 
members of the pro-gay “Pink Pistols” gun 
group with Glocks in holsters. 
Why is it that these progressive gun 
owners have no representation in the 
Democratic wing? Why is it that they are 
often most welcome in the “arms of the 
enemy?” The so-called oppressor 
who fights for their right to 
defend themselves with lethal 
force if necessary.
It seems strange that, 
for all of the left’s posturing 
about equality, and its claimed 
openness, that the left would 
silence the voices of those who 
are least represented on the 
“other side” and most common 
on their own. It makes no sense 
to push the “Trigger Warning, 
Queer & Trans Gun Club” into 
the ranks of Trump supporters; it's clearly 
illogical to label the historically black 
“Huey P. Newton Gun Club” as amongst 
rank and file white nationalist gun 
groupies. Even out-and-out Bernie bros 
with concealed carry licenses are canceled 
from the wider left's narrative. Yet, that 
is what the liberal media does when it's 
not profitable or even wise for a liberal 
news site to admit that many supporters 
of gun ownership are in fact queer or part 
of oft-othered communities. It's not smart 
for a Democratic politician to admit to 
supporting gun ownership even if they 
previously have or in fact currently own 
guns themselves.
It’s apparent then, that in this quickly 
escalating war of rhetoric—where neither 
side must admit it has allies that don’t quite 
fit its mold—there are only outcasts and 
voices unheard. For many, it seems more 
important to follow what their political 
party decrees than to represent the actual 
diversity in the world, and it's certainly not 
right to give every side its due chance and 
explanation. 
Instead, liberals have made a pact 
to open their doors for votes and to close 
their ears against opinions. So, here we are, 
watching the left forsake its own history 
of armed opposition to tyranny—and its 
long history of violent revolt—for a false 
image as the harbingers of global peace. In 
renouncing its history and moving towards 
a new position of pacifism, progressives 
have elected to leave untold masses of its 
own supporters out in the cold. This means 
that it's now up to many marginalised 
gun owners to choose between personal 
protection and the political platforms 
that might serve the rest of their needs. So 
much for a representational government.
Who gets to talk about guns?





















The entire nation was shaken by the 
early morning news that broke on January 
26—officials confirmed the death of Kobe 
Bryant, 41, the former Los Angeles Lakers 
star. The player was with his 13-year-old 
daughter Gianna at the time. He was in 
a helicopter with nine other people, and 
it crashed into a foggy hillside area of 
Calabasas, California.
All the online and print media 
platforms are now filled with Kobe’s stories 
and praises for his achievements. Yes, he 
had an exceptional career. Yes, he made 
the nation proud, but how much attention 
should this topic be given in the media?
When the amazon news broke out, the 
platforms had hardly anything to say. No 
one published or shared about the people 
who died in the fire. 
People want gossip, and celebrities are 
where they get that gossip fix. Any events 
related to them are way too hyped up. 
Because of the excitement around these 
types of stories, it is an easy way to make 
huge bucks for media channels. We are so 
obsessed with the fancy lives that these 
stars portray that we do not want to see the 
reality. Do we prioritize news about Kylie 
Jenner’s Instagram posts as much the news 
of the hardship people in Africa are facing, 
or people at the Mexico / US border are 
facing? 
I don’t mean to say that people 
shouldn’t consider the loss of the legend or 
mourn over it… but being obsessive about 
it is concerning. Following or placing them 
in a position of such worship is a problem 
when we don’t actually know that person.
Another important thing I think to 
note is Kobe in 2003 was charged with rape 
allegations which were later taken back by 
the victim. The case was silenced by signing 
non-disclosure agreements 
by the parties involved. Kobe 
apologized, and his apology 
included the following phrases: 
“First, I want to apologize 
directly to the young woman 
involved in this incident,” and 
then it goes on with “Although 
I truly believe this encounter 
between us was consensual, I 
recognize now that she did not 
and does not view this incident 
the same way I did.” No further 
news was published after the 
actual incident. Guilty or not, 
should we be celebrating the life 
of someone who is accused of 
such a horrible thing?
The point of the matter is 
to consider the past and present 
of each person we give god-like 
status to. The media should 
leave the family alone to mourn 
the loss and figure things out. 
There are much more pressing 
issues that should be as popular 
and as widely known as Bryant’s 
unfortunate passing.
Day 10 of Kobe Bryant’s death



























Yes, he made the 
nation proud, but 
how much attention 
should this topic be 
given in the media?
issue 17// vol 46 opinions // no. 15
Jessica Berget
Editor-in-Chief
I will not hear the slander against Tim Hortons. As a student and someone 
who works two jobs, Tim Hortons 
has been my life-line for when I’ve 
forgotten to eat breakfast, had little 
sleep and needed a caffeine boost, or 
when I’m so sick the only thing I can 
imagine digesting is simple and tasty 
snacks. Since Mr. Tim Horton is not 
here to defend himself—I will. 
For one thing, their food really is 
not as bad as the haters say it is. Quit 
pretending you’re too good for Tim 
Hortons. They have satisfying and 
straightforward breakfast and lunch 
foods for a decent price, and the food 
makes you full and happy every time. 
They also have such a vast variety of 
sandwiches, soups, bagels, muffins, 
beverages, pastries, and donuts—the 
range can appeal to anyone’s palette. 
Don’t want a sandwich? Have a wrap! 
Not feeling a big meal? Have a muffin 
or a crueller. Not feeling that either? 
There are dozens more options! Every 
location you go into also offers that 
nice casual yet homey feel which I 
appreciate. 
Sure, it’s no luxury breakfast 
restaurant, nor does it claim to be. They 
serve easy, delicious, and cheap food 
that comes with less grease, guilt, and 
shame than most fast-food joints. Tim 
Hortons is effortless food that you can 
grab on the go… when you’re in a rush 
and didn’t have time to make breakfast 
or lunch. Personally, my favourite 
things to get are their cheese bagels 
with herb and garlic cream cheese with 
tomato (and sometimes bacon), or 
their sausage or bacon English muffin 
breakfast sandwich or biscuit—it’s 
sublime… and sometimes two for $5! 
They also have delicious potato wedges 
and hash browns! Everything you need 
for an easy breakfast or lunch. All of 
this with a wide variety of delicious 
cold and hot drinks that I frequent 
the coffee chain for, and all for much 
cheaper than your average coffee shop! 
Their Ice Capps, coffee, French vanillas, 
and hot chocolate are all immensely 
satisfying. 
Tim Hortons is a staple of our 
society. A society where many people 
are going to school and working full-
time—with little time to make food for 
themselves. They serve classic breakfast 
and lunch foods to many hungry and 
frugal people, and they serve the food 




In January, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau received a lot of criticism for 
buying $4 donuts from an independent 
donut shop in Winnipeg on taxpayer 
money when he could have just gone to 
Tim Hortons for a cheaper price. I know 
anything Trudeau does can be the object 
of scorn, but in this case he was right on 
the money. Our tax dollars deserve better 
than the bland menu that perpetuates 
every Hortons.
Every time I pass by a Tim Hortons, 
I see a line going out the door. My teacher 
in my marketing class says that she 
drinks their coffee every morning. This is 
inexplicable to me as I have very seldom 
enjoyed the food from the behemoth of 
Canadian fast food culture. I must point 
out that I do not drink coffee, which I 
understand is Hortons most revered 
product, but I have tried many of their 
other offerings… and they are bland to 
sub-par at best. 
First are their doughnuts. They are 
by far the best of their offerings, but there 
is nothing special about them. Any other 
doughnut shop, independent or not, 
can do better. Cartems, Krispy Kreme, 
even McDonald’s new little doughnuts 
are better. Tim Hortons new Strawberry 
Confetti Dream doughnut is pretty good, 
but the others are not. This week I tried 
the Chocolate Truffle Dream doughnut, 
and it was stale. How can Tim Hortons 
have stale doughnuts? It’s their whole 
thing! As for their Timbits, they are 
overrated as they come. They are either 
too sweet, or in the case of the sour cream 
glazed ones, just taste terrible. 
Speaking of Timbits, in preparation 
for this, I went to the store and bought a 
box of the new Timbits cereal. I chose the 
Birthday Cake flavour because I thought it 
would be less sweet. To avoid giving a full 
review on it, I will just say that if you are 
looking to get out of doing a test or a day 
of work, just eat a bowl of Timbits cereal 
and you will be sent to the emergency 
room and be put into a diabetic coma in 
about an hour.
When it comes to their breakfasts, 
they are just awful. They look bad, and 
along with that, I always feel bad after 
eating them. I mean just look at their 
website. Look at the Bacon Roll. What the 
hell is that? I feel like I can see the dull 
grey warehouse that once surrounded this 
“bacon” roll. Also, they don’t even bother 
naming their breakfast items. Breakfast 
Wrap, Marble Rye Grilled Bagel Breakfast 
Sandwich, and Cheese Muffin. Those are 
descriptions, not names. 
As for the other items they sell, they 
are the epitome of half-ass food. Every 
single time I have tried one of their new 
menu items I have regretted it. The Grilled 
Cheese Melt was burnt, and their BLT was 
worse than something I could have made 
at home… and I am a terrible cook. 
Despite my hatred of Tim Hortons, 
I do believe they have the chance to 
get better from an experience I had 
writing this article. Years ago, I had their 
soup—and it was terrible. Just small 
noodles, little soggy chicken pieces, and 
no vegetables like carrots or celery. And I 
thought, “How do you screw up soup?!” 
It was, hands down, the worst soup I had 
ever eaten. For this article, I thought I 
would take a chance and try the soup 
again. I was pleasantly surprised. The 
noodles were conchiglie (shells), the 
chicken pieces were big, and the soup had 
carrots in it. Along with that, it was served 
with half of a ciabatta bun for a nice touch. 
If Tim’s can improve on their 
soup, maybe there is hope for them yet. 
However, if they keep doing things like 
introducing Beyond Meat burgers and 
Chicken Tenders, they should just give up. 
I’ll end this by saying, all will be forgiven 
if they just bring back the kettle chips! 
They’re better than those damn wedges!
War of The Words
Trouble with the 
Double Double
Tim Hortons is a 
Canadian gem
 › Let’s not kid ourselves, 
Tim Hortons is awful
 › It’s convenient, simple, and tasty 
food that doesn’t cost much
Quit pretending 
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The new decade saw the end of another old media as StarMetro, a free daily newspaper 
that occupied the green boxes all over the Lower 
Mainland, announced it was shutting down its daily 
paper service. It’s a sad day for media, and a loss for 
journalists in the region—but its absence has caused 
a question. What will happen to all of those boxes 
around the city? I went to a couple of them to see 
what I could find.
My first stop was to a box at the Coquitlam 
Centre Skytrain Station. I went by the box, opened it 
and found…! Nothing. The box was empty. TransLink 
must be adamant in making sure these boxes remain 
empty. I was not daunted though, as I later went to 
a box at the Coquitlam Royal Bank on Barnet, and 
that’s where I found the motherload. There was a 
bag of bread, take out containers, cigarette boxes, 
and I think a vape juice bottle. Oh, what wonders 
these boxes behold!
I then decided to go to other communities and 
see what they had. In my pursuit I found things that 
were certainly expected from the cities they were in. 
In Surrey, I found a box stuffed with multiple Uber 
driving infraction parking tickets. Traveling further 
south into Surrey, I found scrapped plans for the LRT 
they were going to build. I guess someone thought it 
would be too sad to just throw them in the trash.
I then decided to bypass Burnaby, because 
I knew where the good stuff was going to be: 
Vancouver. I first went to Granville Island, where 
I found the coolest thing: the chandelier that was 
hanging off the Granville Street Bridge. Guess they 
were never able to fix it… 
I then went to Yaletown, where in the box near 
the Roundhouse Skytrain station, I found a whole 
person! Someone was living in there! They had a 
bed, a hot plate, and everything! I asked him why 
he was living in there, and he told me that it was 
because the box was in a great location, and it only 
costs $1500 a month—which he said was a steal in 
the city. 
My last trip was into the downtown, where 
I looked in the box by Burrard Street station and 
found a whole movie set in there. They were filming 
a movie with Vancouver darling Ryan Reynold. Man, 
that guy is everywhere! I asked why they were filming 
in there, and a production assistant told me that 
the ceilings in this mailbox are really high. Which I 
guess is true. The roof does kind of curve upward.
The news may be gone, but these boxes are still 
valuable to Vancouver. Valuable as places to go live. I 
asked the guy that was living in the box how I might 
be able to get one of these. He told me there’s a good 
one by Stadium-Chinatown. I’ll finally get to live 
downtown! My mom always told me that I’d live in a 
place the size of a postage stamp. This will show her! 
I’m going to live in a place the size of a newspaper 
box! 
 
Meet Vancouver’s newest trashcan!
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Got a good scoop? Engaged in the college community? 
The Other Press is looking for a News Editor.  
Pay: $117.50 per issue 
Send your resume, writing samples, or questions over to  
editor.otherpress@gmail.com 
Write for the Udder Press! 
The Other Press is hiring for Humour Editor. 
Pay: $113.50 per issue 
Send your resume, writing samples, 
or questions about the position to 
editor.otherpress@gmail.com
The Other Press is hiring!
Get paid to draw! 
The Other Press is looking for Staff Illustrators 
Send your resume, drawing samples, or questions 
to editor.otherpress@gmail.com






As a proud humanities kid, I can tell you that the one constant of my 
post-secondary education wasn’t stressing 
over exams or forgetting the name of that 
person who’s been sitting next to you for 
weeks—no, the one recurring theme of 
every college class is everyone’s favourite 
philosopher-economist-revolutionary, Karl 
Marx. Despite what one might assume, 
Marx’s relevance isn’t just limited to the 
humanities. The trick to school is that you 
can bring Marx up in literally every single 
class, for every single subject! Awe all of 
your instructors and show them you truly 
understand course material by tying each 
new concept you learn back to Marx. Seize 
the means of producing the highest grades 
with the help of our beloved Father of 
Communism!
Philosophy 101
This one’s really easy because he’s literally 
on the syllabus for this class. Don’t be 
afraid to just keep bringing him up in 
every discussion, even though he was only 
relevant for that one reading you did three 
weeks ago. When your professor tries to 
tell you “No, you can’t write your final essay 
as a critical comparison of Marxism and 
Confucianism because you already did your 
last two essays comparing Machiavelli and 
Socrates to Marx,” just tell them they’re 
too alienated from their own labour to 
recognize your metaphysical genius. 
Invertebrate Biology
Invertebrate organisms and human 
civilizations basically go through the same 
evolutionary processes. Every time the 
professor discusses the life cycle stages of 
an insect, casually mention the parallels 
to society’s stages of development from 
hunter-gatherer to feudalism to capitalism 
and so on. Now, just wait for your GPA to 
metamorphose into its final form.
World Geography
World capital? Bugger that, we hate capital! 
Anyway, all sociopolitical divisions and 
arbitrary national borders arise from 
economic circumstances and the political 
superstructures underlining the conversion 
of raw materials into labour, so once we 
overthrow the bourgeoisie it’s all a wash 
anyway. 
Music Theory
I mean, you could go the legit route and 
argue for a critical analysis about Marx’s 
influence on early twentieth century 
expressionism, especially with the atonality 
of composers like Schoenberg as a reaction 
against classical hierarchical structures… 
or just write a catchy song about the 
impending communist revolution. 
Now, what rhymes with “dialectical 
materialism?”
Marketing
Oh boy, have I got a Communist Manifesto 
to sell to you! All for the low price of your 
individual property rights and the shackles 
of classist oppression.
Business Management
Normally doing group work sucks, but 
this time you can employ your Marxian 
expertise to pawn off all work to your group 
members, take all the credit for the work, 
then explain to them that you’re simply 
illustrating the alienating effects of the 
divide between labourer and capitalist. 
Now get back to that PowerPoint, prole.
Modern Languages: Basic Japanese
“Konnichiwa, watashi wa proletariat 
revolution.”
Marx for marks





















Space Geographer Part 3
Morgan Hannah
Life & Style Editor
Another deep breath and a couple of steps forward. I’m at the edge of my comfort and the edge of my ship. I grasp at the shards of glass, pulling and twisting them from the window. Outside, the land looks like loose, rippled red sand. Or is it soil? In the distance, large ruby-coloured dunes line the 
horizon. It reminds me of the Sahara Desert back home.
Home. Earth… I sigh. Turning back, I collect what I can for supplies and rations, including a translator complete with hundreds of languages, both 
human and alien. Wrapping my provisions tightly in a grey long-sleeved shirt, I tie my bundle to a scrap of ship and wander back over to the observatory 
window. But I stop in my tracks. Something is moving out there…
Quickly, as if nothing at all, a flash of darkness spills across the broken observatory window. I barely saw it, but I know I saw it. Every muscle in my 
body is pinched tight. I weigh my options as I fight to override the flight, sensation clinging to me like a weighted blanket.
“He-hello?” I venture forward a couple more steps, the weight of my body crunching down on broken glass and plastic. The thing, whatever it is, 
doesn’t move. It doesn’t make any sound at all, and for a moment I wonder if I’ve made it up. Perhaps I’m hallucinating from the thinning oxygen. Maybe I 
should risk taking off my helmet? The thought comes out of nowhere, shocking me. My eyes burn with dryness from staring at the mouth of the ship, at the 
almost sinister looking red soil blowing in a slight breeze… and at what could be either the greatest discovery of my career, or the greatest mistake I will ever 
make.





You’ve been gone now for one whole year—
do you remember? It’s unclear
where you are now. We






















1. Hawaiian state bird




15. Oak tree output
17. Meat substitute brand
19. Stoop low, as an action
20. French friend
21. The other side, for short
23. Close to the ground









39. Prefix meaning “equal”
40. Indefinite degree
42. Pub potable
43. Remove a name, as a 
social media post




50. Many an adolescent’s 
ailment
51. Cause of Ireland’s Great 
Famine in the 1840s (2 
wds.)
54. DVD predecessor
56. “Science Guy” Bill




66. Covert ops, for short
67. Undead










5. Counterfeit detectors 
(abbr. + wd.)
6. Smallest prov. (abbr.)
7. Image file format
8. __ __ a kind
9. Unfortunate 
circumstance (2 wds.)




18. Abbr. for an over-sharer
22. Place
24. Couch
25. Bring a law into effect
26. Prefix to “scope”






37. Roll call response
40. Insensate
41. Small candle
44. _ __ Z
45. Scooby-__
48. “Oh, goodie!”
50. Mystery writer Christie
51. Cost
52. Inventor Nikola
53. “Sort of” suffix
54. Alt. (abbr.)
55. Treble or bass




64. Yellowknife’s locale 
(abbr.)
65. “Gosh!”
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